Charlotte’s Web

Characters:

Narrator - Tutor

Wilbur (a young, lonely pig)
Charlotte (a kind, clever spider)
Fern (a loving girl)

Scene: A barn with a hay loft. A large, empty spiderweb hangs in a corner.

Narrator: Welcome to Zuckerman's barn, a place filled with animals and all the sounds of
country life. Here lives a little pig named Wilbur, who is feeling quite sad and lonely. His friend
Fern loves him very much, but he still longs for a true companion. Let's see what happens on
this quiet afternoon.
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Wilbur: (sighing sadly) | am so lonely. | have no one to play with. Being a pig can be very
boring. Is there anyone out there who wants to be my friend?
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Fern: (walking in and petting him gently) Don't be sad, Wilbur. You have me! | will always come
to see you and talk to you. You are my very best friend.
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Wilbur: Thank you, Fern. You are a wonderful friend. But a pig needs a friend who lives in the
barn. Someone who can talk to me at night.
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Charlotte: (from above, in a tiny voice) A friend? | will be your friend. My name is Charlotte. |
live right here in this web.
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Wilbur: (looking up excitedly) A voice! You can talk! Oh, thank you! | have so much to tell you. |
was born in the springtime, and the farmer says... he says | am going to be a Christmas ham.
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Charlotte: (softly) A Christmas ham? What a terrible thing to say! You are a fine, beautiful pig.
We will not let that happen.
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Wilbur: But how can we stop it? The farmer said so! | don't want to be a ham. | want to live and
play and eat slops forever.
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Charlotte: Do not worry, my new friend. My friends and | are very clever. | will use my weaving
to help you. We will make sure the farmer sees what a special pig you are.
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Narrator: And so, the pig named Wilbur and the spider named Charlotte became the best of
friends. Charlotte had a plan. A very clever plan that would change Wilbur's fate and show the
world just how incredible a pig could be.
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Comprehension Questions:



. What is Wilbur's biggest problem at the beginning of the play?
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What does Wilbur say the farmer plans to do with him?
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Who is Charlotte, and where does she live?
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What does Charlotte promise to do for Wilbur?
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Who is Fern, and how does she feel about Wilbur?
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Discussion Questions:

1.

What makes Wilbur and Charlotte's friendship so special, even though one is a pig and
the other is a spider?
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Charlotte uses her creativity and words to save Wilbur. If you could weave a magical
word into a spiderweb, what word would it be and why?
r—AYMIBIENEEEEF O TIMINN—ZRNET  LLEBEDESEEVEDEICH
ViAOBHELTI-b, EALGEEEZBYAAFI N ? ZLTENEGETI N ?

How would you feel if you were Wilbur, and you just found out about the farmer's plans
for him? How would you want your friends to help you?

HLLHED D4 ILN—Fo0 BED ADFTEICDOVNTH S, FALRBFELIIRYE
ITH? REICESHMIFITIELLTIMN?

Charlotte has a special talent for weaving beautiful webs. What is a special talent or skill
that you have?
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Charlotte shows great kindness to Wilbur. Can you think of a small act of kindness you
can do for a friend or family member today?
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The animals in the barn talk to each other. If you could have a conversation with any
animal, what would you ask them?
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The story takes place in a barn and a farm. What is something you find fascinating or
beautiful about nature or animals?
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Wilbur wished for a friend. What is one thing you have wished for that came true?
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Charlotte is a great problem solver. Can you describe a time when you had to be
creative to solve a problem?
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10. The story shows that true friendship can change everything. Why do you think having a
good friend is so important?
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