Characters:

Narrator

Alex (The Showbiz Lion)
Marty (The Dreamer Zebra)
Gloria (The Sassy Hippo)

Narrator: In the bright lights of the Central Park Zoo, four animal friends are the biggest stars in
New York City.
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Alex: Roar! Did you see that, Marty? The crowd loves my giant mane and my dancing. | am the
King of New York!
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Marty: It's great, Alex, but | want to see the "wild." | want to run where the grass is green and
the sky is huge.
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Gloria: You'’re crazy, Marty. We have steak, massages, and a heated pool here. Why would you
want to leave?
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Narrator: That night, Marty escaped the zoo, and his friends followed him. Suddenly, they were
captured and put on a ship to Africa!
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Alex: Oh no! We are in a crate! | can't be a star in a wooden box! Help!
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Gloria: Be calm, Alex. We just need to stay together. Wait... is that the ocean?
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Narrator: Splash! The crates fell into the water and washed up on the beach of a giant island
called Madagascar. /A v —> | FalEEICEL . TTARAILNEVNSEXRGEDOE—FICHRNES
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Marty: Look at this place! It's the wild! No fences, no walls, just pure adventure!
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Alex: There are no steaks here, Marty! And my hair is a mess. How are we going to survive
without our fans?
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Gloria: Look! The local lemurs are having a giant dance party. Maybe the "wild" isn't so scary
after all.

RT!'HMITDOLL—IFEERBERGH VAN—T4—ERWLTWSh, BN ETEFE LG LND
By (RA{AV oY AN

Narrator: Alex, Marty, and Gloria learned that being together is more important than being a
star in a cage.
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. Where did the four friends live at the beginning of the story?
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2. Why did Marty want to leave the zoo?
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3. How did the animals end up in Madagascar?
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4. What was Alex worried about when he arrived at the island?
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5. What were the lemurs doing when the friends found them?
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6. What is the most important lesson the friends learned?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.

10.

If you arrived on a tropical beach like Madagascar, what is the first thing you would build
in the sand? A giant castle, a boat, or a "Help" sign?
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Alex was very sad to be in a wooden crate. If you had to travel inside a giant box, what
three "comfy" things would you pack inside with you?
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Marty loves the "Wild." If you could spend one day in a jungle, which animal would you
want to have a snack or a picnic with?
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Gloria likes massages and heated pools. If you were an animal in a luxury zoo, what
"five-star" treat would you want every morning?
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The lemurs are having a giant dance party! If you were the DJ, what is the one "happy
song" you would play to make everyone jump?
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Imagine you found a secret jungle fruit that gave you one animal power (like jumping
high or roaring loud). Which power would you choose?
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Alex is the "King of New York." If you were the King or Queen of a jungle kingdom, what
would your throne look like?
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If you saw a group of penguins trying to steer a giant ship, what is the funniest place you
think they would accidentally take you to?
HLARUXVDOBENNERGMZIEMLTODIDZRNT6, L IEME->THEEL
AEERBRWVEFTISENTITIKERNWET M ?

Marty and Alex are different but best friends. If you and your best friend were animals,
which animals would you be and what would your "team" be called?
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Alex realized that being with his friends was better than being a star. If you were
stranded on an island, which person in your life would you want there to make you feel
brave?
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