
Climate Change Affects France’s Perfume Industry

VOCABULARY WORDS

1. Perfume (Noun) /ˈpərfjuːm/ a fragrant liquid that people use to make themselves smell
good
Example: Perfume when too strong can cause people to sneeze.

2. Heritage (Noun) /ˈhɛrɪtɪdʒ/ the art, history, traditions, etc. that have been part of a culture
for a long time
Example: The cathedral was declared as a World Heritage site.

3. Shortage (Noun) /ˈʃɔːrtɪdʒ/ a state in which there is not enough of something
Example: When there was a shortage of potatoes, one food company became really
popular because they were able to sell huge tubs of French fries.

4. Ingredient (Noun) /ɪnˈgriːdiːənt/ any of the foods or substances used to make a dish or
product
Example: What ingredients did you use in your pasta, it’s really delicious.

5. Synthetic (Adjective) /sɪnˈθetɪk/ (of a substance or material) not produced naturally by
animals or plants
Example: This jacket looks and feels like real leather, but it's actually made from
synthetic materials.

6. Efficiency (Noun) /ɪˈfɪʃnsi/ the state or quality of not wasting any time, energy, etc.
Example: Her efficiency at the job shrined through even though she was just new.

Climate change is already affecting the whole world, bringing us warmer and more
extreme weather. And in southeastern France, changes in summer heat, winter cold and the
amount of rain are testing the area's famous perfume industry. The town of Grasse, just
northwest of Cannes, is known as the capital of the industry. In 2018, UNESCO added the
area's perfume making to its list of global cultural heritage. But farmers in Grasse are growing
worried about how colder winters and stronger storms are affecting the flowers they use to make
their perfumes.



Lavender, a sweet-smelling purple flower, has been grown for perfume in southeastern
France for hundreds of years. But recent water shortages have reduced the growth of these and
other plants, Ana Ripoll of perfume maker Iberchem told Cosmetics Business. And The
Guardian wrote that a very dry summer in 2022 caused some farmers in Grasse to lose almost
half of their flowers.

Farmers of perfume ingredients in other countries are also being affected by climate
change. Madagascar, for example, is the world's biggest producer of vanilla. The price of vanilla
increased to over $600 per kilogram — higher than the price of silver — after storms in the
country in 2017, Luxury Tribune wrote.

As their problems grow, some perfume makers in France are thinking of using synthetic
ingredients. Others are looking to "vertical farming" — growing plants on top of each other,
usually indoors, for greater efficiency. In late 2021, Swiss perfume company Firmenich
announced that it had already worked with a French vertical farming company to grow some of
its plants in vertical farms.

DISCUSSION

1. What are your thoughts on climate change affecting France's perfume industry?

2. Do you wear perfume or have you ever bought it for someone as a gift?

3. What perfume brands would you say are most well-known in your country?

4. What products or locations come to mind when you think of France?

5. Could you see yourself living and working in France? Why? Why not?


