
Oswald the Rabbit: A Brief History

VOCABULARY WORDS

1. Iconic (Adjective): widely recognized and regarded as a symbol or representation of
something
Example: Oswald the Rabbit is an iconic character in the history of animation.

2. Mischievous (Adjective): causing or showing a fondness for playful troublemaking or
pranks
Example: Oswald's mischievous nature often got him into amusing and entertaining
situations.

3. Escapades (Noun): adventurous or daring activities
Example: Oswald's animated shorts were filled with exciting escapades that captivated
audiences.

4. Contractual (Adjective): relating to a formal agreement or contract
Example: The contractual dispute over Oswald's rights led to significant changes in the
animation industry.

5. Resurgence (Noun): a revival or renewed interest in something after a period of decline
Example: Oswald the Rabbit experienced a resurgence in popularity, captivating new
fans with his timeless charm.

Oswald the Rabbit is a charming and iconic cartoon character that holds a special place
in the history of animation. Created in 1927 by Walt Disney and Ub Iwerks, Oswald the Rabbit
was one of the earliest animated characters to star in his own series of cartoons. Oswald quickly
gained popularity with his mischievous personality and endearing antics.

Oswald's design featured long ears and a playful demeanor, making him instantly
recognizable. The character appeared in numerous animated shorts, delighting audiences with
his adventures and humorous escapades.



However, Oswald's journey took an unexpected turn when a contractual dispute arose
between Walt Disney and the distributor of the Oswald cartoons. As a result, Disney lost the
rights to Oswald, which led him to create a new character: Mickey Mouse.

In recent years, Oswald the Rabbit has experienced a resurgence in popularity and
recognition. The character was eventually reacquired by The Walt Disney Company, allowing
Oswald to be reintroduced to a new generation of fans through various media and merchandise.

DISCUSSION

1. Are you familiar with Oswald the Rabbit? What do you know about the character?

2. How do you think Oswald's story influenced the creation of Mickey Mouse?

3. Why do you think Oswald's popularity endured despite the challenges he faced?

4. What qualities or characteristics do you find endearing about Oswald as a cartoon

character?

5. If you could create your own cartoon character, what would it look like and what kind of

personality would it have?


