
Amsterdam Acts to Reduce Overtourism

VOCABULARY WORDS

1. pollution (Noun) /pəˈluːʃən/: Dirty or harmful substances in the air, water, or land.
Example: Factories can cause pollution, which can harm the environment.

2. nuisance (Noun) /ˈnjuːsəns/: Something or someone annoying or causing
inconvenience.
Example: The loud music from the neighbor's party was a nuisance to the entire street.

3. cannabis (Noun) /ˈkænəbɪs/: A plant that is used to make drugs like marijuana.
Example: Some countries have legalized the use of cannabis for medical purposes.

4. councilor (Noun) /ˈkaʊnslər/: A person who is part of a council, which is a group that
makes decisions for a city or town.
Example: The councilor helped make important decisions for the community.

5. impact (Noun) /ˈɪmpækt/: The effect or influence that something has on a situation or a
person.
Example: The construction project had a positive impact on the local economy.

6. charm (Noun) /ʧɑːrm/: The pleasant and attractive qualities of a person, place, or thing.
Example: The small town's charm attracted tourists from all over the world.

7. ensure (Verb) /ɪnˈʃʊr/: To make sure that something happens or is certain to occur.
Example: The safety measures were put in place to ensure everyone's well-being.

Amsterdam in the Netherlands said no to big cruise ships in the middle of the city. They
closed the place where these ships used to stop because they want fewer visitors and less dirt
in the city. They moved the place where ships stop, and they want to make sure no more than
20 million tourists visit each year. They also hope to have a new bridge. Cruise ships have been
a big problem in Amsterdam. Every year, more than 100 of them come to the city, making a lot
of pollution, like 370,000 cars in just one day!



In 2021, Amsterdam made some rules to stop too many tourists. They want to keep their
culture, pretty buildings, and bikes. But they also don't like noisy groups and people drinking too
much. Some people think they should move a place where people do bad things to another part
of the city. They also don't want people smoking cannabis in the street or staying out too late.
Amsterdam wants to stop "nuisance" tourists.

Amsterdam is famous for its culture, buildings, and bicycles. But it's also popular
because of its red-light district and cafes selling cannabis. The city wants to stop "nuisance"
tourists, such as groups holding noisy parties or drinking too much alcohol in bars and pubs.
Councilors have talked about moving the red-light district to help limit the crowds and reduce
problem-causing behavior. The city also banned the smoking of cannabis on the street in the
red-light district and has asked bars and restaurants to close earlier.

Other famous European cities are also trying to reduce overtourism. Paris said it will limit
the number of tourists at popular sites. Venice banned big cruise ships from its city center in
2021. These cities want to make sure they can enjoy their beauty without too many tourists
causing problems.

In summary, Amsterdam has taken steps to protect its city from too many tourists and
pollution caused by large cruise ships. They moved the terminal, made rules to reduce tourists'
impact on the city, and considered changes like moving the red-light district. Other European
cities are also making efforts to manage overtourism, like Paris and Venice. These cities want to
keep their charm while ensuring a better experience for both visitors and residents.

DISCUSSION

1. How would you handle too many tourists in your city while still making them feel

welcome?

2. Have you ever been to a crowded tourist city? How did it feel, and what could they do to

make it better?

3. What special things make a city attractive to tourists, like Amsterdam's canals and

bikes?

4. Pretend you're on a cruise in Amsterdam. What can you do to be a responsible tourist

and not harm the city?

5. How can cities and tourists avoid problems when there are too many tourists?

6. If you had to make a poster for good tourism in Amsterdam, what would it say to make

tourists be kind and thoughtful?


