
Fun Monkey Idioms​
 

VOCABULARY WORDS 
 

1.​ Cheeky (adjective): Impudent or irreverent, typically in an endearing or amusing way. 
Example: The child had a cheeky grin after pulling a harmless prank. 

2.​ Mischief (noun): Playful misbehavior or troublemaking. Example: The boy's mischief 
was evident when he hid his sister's toys. 

3.​ Primate (noun): A member of the group of animals that includes humans, apes, and 
monkeys. Example: The primate exhibit at the zoo was full of monkeys and apes. 

4.​ Theorize (verb): Form a theory or set of theories about something. Example: Scientists 
theorize that humans and primates share a common ancestor. 

5.​ Surprise (noun): An unexpected or astonishing event, fact, or thing. Example: The 
surprise party left him speechless with joy. 
 

 
 

Monkeys are known for their cheeky behavior, making them entertaining to watch. This is 
why we sometimes describe very fun things as being like "a barrel of monkeys." The term 
suggests a sense of playful chaos and enjoyment, much like how monkeys behave in their 
natural habitat. These idioms capture the lively and mischievous spirit of monkeys and apply it 
to human behavior in a fun way. 

There are several idioms derived from monkeys. For instance, when a child behaves 
impudently without any apology, they might be called a "cheeky monkey." This phrase highlights 
the playful and slightly naughty nature of the child's actions. It is often used in a light-hearted 
manner to describe behavior that is more amusing than troublesome. 

Children often mimic others without considering the consequences, leading to the 
phrase "Monkey see, monkey do." This idiom reflects how children, and sometimes even adults, 



tend to copy actions they observe without thinking. It's a reminder of the importance of setting a 
good example, as others are likely to imitate what they see. 

"Stop that monkey business!" is used to reprimand playful misbehavior. This phrase can 
also refer to deceitful or dishonest actions, not just silly behavior. "To make a monkey out of 
someone" means to make them appear foolish or silly, often due to some successful mischief. 
These expressions emphasize the fine line between innocent fun and actions that can lead to 
embarrassment or trouble. 

"I'll be a monkey's uncle" is an expression of surprise or disbelief. This phrase probably 
originated from initial reactions to Charles Darwin's theory that humans are related to monkeys. 
People used it to express skepticism, implying that something unbelievable was as likely as 
being related to a monkey. Over time, it became a way to convey astonishment at any surprising 
event. 

 
DISCUSSION 

1.​ Can you think of a time when you or someone you know behaved like a "cheeky 

monkey"? What happened? 

2.​ How do you feel about the phrase "Monkey see, monkey do"? Have you ever seen this 

behavior in action? 

3.​ Have you ever been told to "Stop that monkey business"? What were you doing at the 

time? 

4.​ Do you think it's fair to "make a monkey out of someone" as a joke? Why or why not? 

5.​ What is the most surprising fact you've learned recently that made you think "I'll be a 

monkey's uncle"? 


