
Christmas: A Global Celebration of Joy and Tradition

VOCABULARY WORDS

1. festive (adjective) /ˈfɛs.tɪv/: Relating to or suitable for a celebration or holiday, especially
Christmas.
Example: The city streets were adorned with festive lights and decorations.

2. ornament (noun) /ˈɔːr.nə.mənt/: A decorative item used to beautify something, especially
a Christmas tree.
Example: Each ornament on the tree was handmade by her grandmother.

3. carol (noun) /ˈkær.əl/: A traditional song sung during the Christmas season, often about
the birth of Christ.
Example: The choir sang a beautiful carol during the Christmas Eve service.

4. tradition (noun) /trəˈdɪʃ.ən/: A custom, belief, or practice passed down from one
generation to another.
Example: One of their family traditions is opening gifts on Christmas morning.

5. cheer (noun) /tʃɪr/: A feeling of happiness and good spirits, often associated with
celebrations.
Example: The holiday cheer was evident in everyone’s smiles.

6. stocking (noun) /ˈstɒk.ɪŋ/: A large sock or fabric container hung by the fireplace and
filled with small gifts at Christmas.
Example: Santa filled each stocking with candies and toys.

7. nativity (noun) /nəˈtɪv.ə.ti/: The story of the birth of Jesus Christ, often depicted in art or
a scene.
Example: The church displayed a nativity scene with life-sized figures.

8. yuletide (noun) /ˈjuːl.taɪd/: Another term for the Christmas season.
Example: They exchanged gifts and shared laughter during the yuletide festivities.

9. garland (noun) /ˈɡɑːr.lənd/: A decorative wreath or cord of flowers, leaves, or tinsel,
often hung at Christmas.
Example: The staircase was wrapped in a garland of evergreen and red ribbons.

10. feast (noun) /fiːst/: A large, elaborate meal prepared for a special occasion.
Example: The family gathered around the table for a Christmas feast.



Christmas Celebrations Around the World in 2023

In 2023, Christmas was celebrated with joy and warmth across the globe, with many countries
continuing their long-standing traditions. From the twinkling lights in Europe to the vibrant
parades in Latin America, the festive season brought people together in unique ways. In
London, the Christmas lights display on Oxford Street attracted thousands of visitors, while in
Mexico, the “Posadas” festival was a key event, with families reenacting Mary and Joseph's
search for a place to stay in Bethlehem. People around the world also embraced various
charitable causes, showing the true spirit of the season by giving to those in need.

Christmas Trees: A Symbol of Celebration

The Christmas tree, one of the most iconic symbols of the holiday season, stood proudly in
many homes and public spaces in 2023. In New York, the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree,
adorned with over 50,000 LED lights, was the highlight of the city's holiday celebrations. The
tradition of placing a large, decorated tree in public squares continued in cities like Paris and
Berlin, where crowds gathered to admire the beauty of these festive displays. In some countries,
families also created smaller trees at home, decorating them with ornaments, garlands, and
tinsel to celebrate the season.

The Spirit of Giving: Christmas Charities

Christmas is often associated with generosity and the spirit of giving. In 2023, millions of people
around the world volunteered for charitable organizations, donated gifts, and supported various
causes. In the United States, the Salvation Army’s annual kettle campaign raised funds for
those in need, while in the Philippines, communities organized “Paskong Puno” events, where
families shared food, gifts, and goodwill. These charitable acts reminded people of the deeper
meaning of the holiday season, which goes beyond material gifts and focuses on kindness and
compassion.

Discussion

1. What is your favorite part of Christmas, and why?
2. What Christmas traditions are most important to you and your family?
3. How do Christmas celebrations in your country differ from those in other parts of the

world?
4. What does the act of giving mean to you during the holiday season?
5. If you could spend Christmas anywhere in the world, where would it be and why?
6. Do you think the commercialization of Christmas affects the true meaning of the holiday?

Why or why not?
7. How do you stay connected with family and friends during Christmas, especially if they

live far away?


