‘Amaterasu and the Cave

Vocabulary Words

1. Myth (noun) /m16/ - A traditional story that explains the beliefs or customs of a society.
Example: The ancient Greeks believed in various myths about gods and heroes.

2. Goddess (noun) /'ga.dis/ - A female deity or divine being, often associated with feminine
qualities and powers.
Example: The goddess of love and beauty was depicted as a graceful and enchanting
figure.

3. Hiding (noun) /"haidin/ - The act of concealing oneself or staying out of sight to avoid
being seen or found.
Example: The children played a game of hiding and sought in the backyard.

4. Lured (verb) /lserd/ - Persuaded or enticed someone to do something, often by using
temptation or attraction.
Example: The aroma of freshly baked cookies lured her into the kitchen.

5. Pivotal (adjective) /'p1vat(a)l/ - Of crucial importance or significance, playing a central or
essential role.
Example: The discovery of penicillin was a pivotal moment in the history of medicine.

6. Deity (noun) /'di:ati/ - A divine being or god, often worshiped or considered divine by a
particular religion or culture.
Example: The ancient Egyptians had a pantheon of deities representing different aspects
of nature.
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Amaterasu, the sun goddess of Japanese mythology, once found herself trapped
in a deep, dark cave. With her absence, the world was plunged into darkness and
despair. The other gods and goddesses grew worried and sought a way to coax her out.

They devised a plan to lure Amaterasu from the cave. Ame-no-Uzume, a clever
goddess, performed a lively dance and made uproarious noises, capturing the attention
of the other deities. Curiosity piqued, Amaterasu peeked out of the cave to witness the
commotion.



As Amaterasu emerged, her radiant light spread across the land, banishing the
darkness and restoring hope and life. The gods celebrated her return, grateful for the
return of daylight and the goddess's warmth.

The myth of Amaterasu and the cave teaches the enduring lesson that even in
the darkest of times, there is always a glimmer of hope. It serves as a reminder of the
power of unity and the ability to overcome challenges, symbolizing the triumph of light
over darkness.

Discussion

1. Why did Amaterasu go into the cave, and how did she come out?

2. What happened to the world when Amaterasu was in the cave?

3. Why did the other gods and goddesses want Amaterasu to come out of the
cave?

4. How did they try to get Amaterasu's attention and bring her out?

5. What happened when Amaterasu came out of the cave? How did it affect the
world?

6. What can we learn from the myth of Amaterasu and the cave about facing
difficult times and finding hope?



