
Tengu
Vocabulary Words

1. Mythical (adjective) - mɪˈθɪkəl - Existing only in myths or legends.
Example: The unicorn is a mythical creature that is often depicted as a horse with a
single horn on its forehead.

2. Mischievous (adjective) - ˈmɪstʃɪvəs - Playfully causing trouble or annoyance.
Example: The mischievous child hid his sister's toys and giggled when she couldn't find
them.

3. Enigmatic (adjective) - ˌɛnɪɡˈmætɪk - Mysterious or puzzling, difficult to understand.
Example: The artist's enigmatic painting left viewers pondering its meaning for hours.

4. Intrigue (verb) - ɪnˈtriːɡ - To arouse curiosity or interest.
Example: The detective's findings intrigued the journalist, who wanted to uncover the
truth behind the mysterious case.

5. Dwelling (noun) - ˈdwɛlɪŋ - A place where someone or something lives.
Example: The hermit's dwelling was a small cabin tucked away in the forest.

6. Trickster (noun) - ˈtrɪkstər - A person or mythical being who plays tricks or pranks.
Example: The trickster in the folktales was always outwitting others with clever schemes.

7. Pursuit (noun) - pərˈsuːt - The act of striving towards a goal or endeavor.
Example: Sarah dedicated herself to the pursuit of knowledge and enrolled in a
prestigious university.

Tengu is a mythical creature in Japanese folklore. It is often depicted as a
bird-like being with a long nose and wings. Tengu are known for their mischievous
nature and supernatural abilities.

Tengu are believed to dwell in mountains and forests, and they are skilled in
martial arts and magic. They are sometimes portrayed as protectors of the mountains or
as tricksters who play pranks on humans.



Legends about Tengu vary, but they are often associated with spiritual teachings
and the pursuit of enlightenment. In some stories, they test the character and
determination of individuals on a spiritual journey.

Tengu's significance in Japanese folklore extends beyond their mischievous
nature. They are also considered symbols of power, wisdom, and the forces of nature.

The fascinating tales of Tengu have influenced various aspects of Japanese
culture, including art, literature, and theater. Their enigmatic presence continues to
intrigue and inspire people to this day.

Discussion

1. What interests you the most about creatures like Tengu in Japanese stories?
2. How do you think Tengu's character as both troublemakers and protectors of the

mountains shows that they are complicated?
3. How do the stories about Tengu teach spiritual lessons and the search for

knowledge?
4. Why are Tengu seen as powerful, wise, and connected to nature in Japanese

stories?
5. How does the mysterious presence of Tengu still impact Japanese culture today?
6. Can you think of other creatures or characters from different cultures that are

similar to Tengu?


