Oni
Vocabulary Words

1. Malevolent (adjective) - /ma’levalent/ Having or showing a desire to harm others.
Example: The villain in the story had a malevolent plan to take over the kingdom.

2. Adversaries (noun) - /'aedvar seriz/ Enemies or opponents.

Example: The superhero battled against powerful adversaries to protect the city.

3. Captivate (verb) - /'keeptivert/ To attract and hold the interest or attention of someone.
Example: The magician's tricks captivated the audience, leaving them amazed and
entertained.

4. Integral (adjective) - /'Intigral/ Necessary or essential for completeness or functioning.
Example: Good communication skills are integral to building strong relationships.

5. Influence (noun) - /'1nfluans/ The power to affect or shape someone or something.
Example: Parents have a significant influence on their children's values and behavior.

Oni is a term used in Japanese folklore to refer to a type of demon or ogre. They are

often depicted as large, fierce creatures with horns, sharp claws, and wild hair.

In tales and legends, Oni are typically portrayed as malevolent beings who delight in
causing harm and chaos. They are associated with various negative traits such as jealousy,
anger, and wickedness.



Oni are commonly depicted as adversaries of humans and are often defeated by heroes
or deities in stories. They are seen as symbols of evil and serve as cautionary figures in Japanese
folklore.

Despite their fearsome reputation, Oni also holds cultural significance in Japan. They are
sometimes depicted in festivals and rituals as a means to ward off evil spirits and bring good
fortune.

The legends of Oni have become an integral part of Japanese culture, influencing various
forms of art, literature, and entertainment. They continue to captivate the imagination and
serve as reminders of the ongoing battle between good and evil.

Discussion

1. Have you heard any stories or legends about Oni before? Can you share one
with us?

2. Do you think Oni are scary creatures? Why or why not?

3. In your opinion, why do you think Oni are often portrayed as adversaries of
humans in stories?

4. How would you feel if you saw a festival or ritual where Oni were used to ward off
evil spirits? Would you participate?

5. Can you think of any other creatures or characters in stories that represent good
and evil like Oni do? Who are they and what are they like?

6. Why do you think legends and folklore continue to be important in shaping a
culture's art and entertainment?



