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Vocabulary Words

1. Creature (noun) /'kri:tfor/ An animal or living being.

Example: The forest was filled with strange and exotic creatures.

2. Pranksters (noun) /' praenk.starz/ People or creatures who enjoy playing tricks on others.
Example: The group of friends were known as pranksters, always coming up with
creative ways to prank each other.

3. Trickster (noun) /'trik.star/ A person or creature who plays tricks or pranks.

Example: The cunning fox in the fable acted as a trickster, deceiving other animals with
its cleverness.

4. Promissory (adjective) /pre'misari/ Relating to a promise or agreement to pay or do
something in the future.

Example: He signed a promissory note to acknowledge his debt and commitment to
repay it.

5. Prosperity (noun) /pra:'sperati/ The state of being successful or flourishing, usually in
terms of wealth.

Example: The country experienced a period of economic prosperity after implementing
new policies.

6. Comical (adjective) /'ka:.m1.kal/ Causing laughter or amusement; funny.

Example: The clown's comical antics had the audience in stitches.

7. Unexpected (adjective) / anik'spektrd/ Not anticipated or predicted; surprising.

Example: The sudden rainstorm caught us by surprise with its unexpected intensity.
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Tanuki is a creature from Japanese folklore commonly known as a raccoon dog. It is
often depicted as a mischievous and playful creature with a round belly and a friendly smile.



In Japanese folklore, Tanuki are believed to possess magical powers and the ability to
shape-shift. They are known for their trickster nature and are often portrayed as pranksters who
enjoy playing tricks on humans.

Tanuki are also associated with wealth and prosperity. They are often depicted holding a
sake bottle and a promissory note, symbolizing their ability to bring good fortune and economic
success.

Tanuki have become popular characters in Japanese folklore, appearing in various
stories, art, and even advertisements. They are often portrayed as lovable and comical creatures
that bring joy and laughter.

The tales of Tanuki serve as a reminder of the importance of balance and humor in life.
They teach us to appreciate the simple pleasures, embrace our playful nature, and find joy in
the unexpected.

Discussion

1. What do you think about Tanuki being mischievous and playful? Do you like their
character?

2. If you had a magical power like Tanuki, what would you do? How would you use
it?

3. Why do you think Tanuki is often shown with a round belly and a friendly smile?
How does it make you feel?

4. Do you think it is important to have a balance of seriousness and humor in life?
Why or why not?

5. How do you feel when you see Tanuki in stories or art? Does it bring joy and
laughter to you?

6. What can we learn from the stories of Tanuki about finding happiness in simple
things and being playful in our daily lives?



