Vocabulary Words

inherit (verb) /1n"her1t/ - To receive money, property, or a title as an heir from someone
who has died.

Example: After her grandfather passed away, she will inherit his antique collection.
mysterious (adjective) /mi1'stiaries/ - Full of secrets, difficult to understand or explain.
Example: The disappearance of the ancient artifact remains mysterious to
archaeologists.

comical (adjective) /'komikal/ - Funny or amusing in a way that provokes laughter.
Example: The clown's comical antics had the entire audience laughing.

stumble (verb) /'stambal/ - To trip or miss a step and nearly fall.

Example: She began to stumble on the uneven path in the dark.

buzz (verb) /baz/ - To make a low, continuous humming or murmuring sound.
Example: The bees began to buzz around the blooming flowers.

. whimsical (adjective) /'wimzikal/ - Playfully quaint or fanciful, especially in an appealing
and amusing way.

Example: The whimsical illustrations in the children's book delighted young readers.
empathy (noun) /'empabi/ - The ability to understand and share the feelings of another.
Example: Her empathy for others made her a compassionate and caring friend.
perplex (verb) /pa’pleks/ - To cause someone to feel puzzled or confused.

Example: The complex riddle continued to perplex even the cleverest minds.
transcend (verb) /treen'send/ - To go beyond the usual limits or surpass in excellence.
Example: His artistic skills allowed him to transcend traditional boundaries in painting.




Shaggy Dog (1959)

Once upon a time, there was a boy named Wilby Daniels who lived in a small town. One
day, Wilby's life took a magical turn when he inherited a mysterious ring that had the
power to turn him into a sheepdog. Little did he know, this ring held a secret that would
change his life and the lives of those around him.

When Wilby transformed into a shaggy dog, he discovered that navigating the world as
a furry friend was no easy task. His adventures as a canine led to both comical and
heartwarming moments, as he tried to communicate with his family and friends without
the use of words. Despite the challenges, Wilby's loyalty and love for his family shone
through in every wag of his tail.

As Wilby continued to change between being a boy and a shaggy dog, he stumbled
upon a series of misadventures that kept the town buzzing with excitement. The
once-ordinary life of Wilby Daniels turned into a whimsical tale of friendship,
understanding, and the importance of embracing one's uniqueness. The small town,
once unaware of the enchanting ring, now celebrated in the magic that had touched the
life of the boy with a wagging tail.

In the end, Wilby learned valuable lessons about empathy, acceptance, and the
unconditional love that exists between humans and their furry companions. The town,
once perplexed by the shaggy dog's antics, came to appreciate the enchanting bond
that transcended the boundaries of language and appearance. And so, with a wag of
his tail and a heart full of love, Wilby continued his adventures, forever cherishing the
magic that had turned him into the unforgettable shaggy dog.

Comprehension Questions:

. Who is the main character in the story?

. What did Wilby inherit that had a magical power?

. What could the mysterious ring do to Wilby?

. How did Wilby's life change when he turned into a shaggy dog?

. What challenges did Wilby face as a furry friend?

. How did Wilby communicate with his family and friends as a shaggy dog?
. What emotions did Wilby's loyalty and love for his family show?

. What kind of adventures did Wilby have as he switched between being a boy and a
shaggy dog?

9. What lessons did Wilby learn in the end?

10. How did the town feel about the magic that touched Wilby's life?
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Discussion Questions:

1. If you had a magical ring like Wilby, what animal would you want to turn into, and
why?

2. What comical or funny situations can you imagine if you turned into a dog for a day?
3. How do you think Wilby felt trying to communicate as a shaggy dog without using
words? What would you do in a similar situation?

4. If you could have a magical adventure like Wilby, where would you go and what kind
of mischief would you get into?

5. How do you think Wilby's family and friends felt when they realized he could turn into
a shaggy dog? Would you be surprised if someone you knew had a magical secret?

6. If you had Wilby's magical ring, what kind of rules would you set for yourself to avoid
getting into trouble?

7. Imagine a day in the life of Wilby as a shaggy dog. What activities and adventures do
you think he would have during that day?

8. How do you think the town reacted when they discovered the magic in Wilby's life?
Would your town react the same way or differently?

9. What lessons about friendship and understanding do you think Wilby learned from his
adventures as a shaggy dog?

10. If you could choose a magical power for a pet, what would it be, and how would it
make your life more exciting?



