
Vocabulary Words

1. Infidelity (noun) /ˌɪn.fɪˈdɛl.ɪ.ti/: the act of being unfaithful, especially in a romantic or
marital relationship.
Example: The revelation of his infidelity led to the breakdown of their marriage.

2. Distrust (verb) /dɪsˈtrʌst/: to lack confidence or trust in someone or something.
Example: After the betrayal, she found it hard to trust and began to distrust others.

3. Execution (noun) /ˌɛksɪˈkjuːʃən/: the act of carrying out or completing a plan, task, or
order.
Example: The execution of the project was flawless, meeting all the deadlines.

4. Gruesome (adjective) /ˈɡruːsəm/: describes something that is extremely unpleasant or
shocking, often involving violence or death.
Example: The detective was disturbed by the gruesome details of the crime scene.

5. Vizier (noun) /vɪˈzɪər/: a high-ranking official or advisor in certain Middle Eastern and
Asian countries.
Example: The vizier provided wise counsel to the king in matters of governance.

6. Cruelty (noun) /ˈkruːəlti/: the act of causing pain or suffering to others intentionally.
Example: Animal cruelty is a serious issue that needs to be addressed globally.

7. Prowess (noun) /ˈpraʊ.ɪs/: a superior skill or ability, especially in a particular field.
Example: The athlete's prowess in track and field earned him numerous medals.

8. Piqued (adjective) /piːkt/: describes a feeling of interest or curiosity that has been
stimulated.
Example: The intriguing mystery novel piqued her interest, and she couldn't put it down.

9. Myriad (noun) /ˈmɪr.i.əd/: a very large number or a countless variety of something.
Example: The forest was home to a myriad of different plant and animal species.

10. Engrossed (adjective) /ɪnˈɡroʊst/: describes being fully absorbed or immersed in
something.
Example: The readers were so engrossed in the captivating story that they lost track of
time.

11. Ruthless (adjective) /ˈruːθ.ləs/: describes someone or something that shows no mercy or
compassion.
Example: The ruthless dictator ruled with an iron fist, suppressing any form of dissent.

12. Preconceived (adjective) /ˌpriː.kənˈsiːvd/: describes an opinion or idea formed in the
mind before having enough information.
Example: She tried to approach the situation with an open mind and without
preconceived notions.

13. Notion (noun) /ˈnoʊ.ʃən/: an idea, belief, or understanding of something.
Example: The scientist had a notion that the experiment would yield groundbreaking
results.



Arabian Nights (2000)

In the city of Baghdad, Sultan Shahryar discovers his wife's infidelity, leading
him to distrust all women. Filled with anger and betrayal, he marries a new bride each
night, only to order her execution the following morning. This gruesome cycle
continues until Scheherazade, the clever daughter of the vizier, steps forward. She
volunteers to marry the Sultan, with a plan to end the cruelty. Scheherazade uses her
storytelling prowess to captivate the Sultan, weaving intricate tales that leave him
eager for the next chapter.

Scheherazade's storytelling strategy involves cleverly leaving each story
unfinished at a crucial moment, ensuring the Sultan's interest remains piqued. Night
after night, she spins tales of adventure, magic, and romance, introducing a myriad of
characters and unexpected twists. As the Sultan becomes engrossed in the enchanting
narratives, his heart begins to soften. The once cold and ruthless ruler starts to see the
depth and beauty in Scheherazade's stories, and in turn, in her.

Scheherazade's tales not only entertain but also impart wisdom and moral
lessons. Through her storytelling, she indirectly challenges the Sultan's preconceived
notions about women. As the nights pass, a transformation occurs within the Sultan,
breaking the cycle of mistrust and violence. Scheherazade's intelligence, resilience, and
compassion ultimately win the Sultan's heart, bringing an end to the brutal tradition and
marking the beginning of a new era for the city of Baghdad.



Comprehension Questions:

1. Why did Sultan Shahryar marry a new bride each night?
2. What was Scheherazade's plan to end the cycle of cruelty?
3. How did Scheherazade keep the Sultan interested in her stories?
4. What transformation occurs within the Sultan as Scheherazade tells her tales?
5. How does Scheherazade's storytelling impact the city of Baghdad?
6. What role does Scheherazade's intelligence play in the story?
7. Why does the Sultan initially distrust all women?
8. How does Scheherazade challenge the Sultan's preconceived notions?
9. What moral lessons do Scheherazade's stories impart?
10.How does the city of Baghdad change as a result of Scheherazade's storytelling?

Discussion Questions:

1. If you were in Scheherazade's position, what kind of stories would you tell to
captivate the Sultan?

2. How does Scheherazade's use of storytelling compare to modern forms of
entertainment?

3. Do you think the Sultan's change of heart is realistic, considering the power of
storytelling?

4. If you were a character in one of Scheherazade's tales, what kind of adventure
would you want to experience?

5. How does Scheherazade's resilience inspire you in facing challenges?
6. Why do you think Scheherazade chose storytelling as her strategy to change the

Sultan's heart?
7. How does the setting of "Arabian Nights" contribute to the overall atmosphere of

the story?
8. What qualities does Scheherazade possess that make her a compelling and

powerful character?
9. How might the story have unfolded differently if Scheherazade had chosen a

different approach to change the Sultan?
10.Do you believe in the transformative power of storytelling in real life?


